Abstract

       Various are the resources that are granted by God to human beings. Nevertheless, they are not equally important; the difference in their value and importance refers to the extent to which a resource affects the various aspects of human life. Among these resources are the three basic resources that are essential for the existence of man, animals, and plants on earth. 

      These resources are water, land, and oxygen. it is not strange then that, the land or soil is the most important resource of them since it is the vessel that preserves water and the production source of oxygen through the vegetation process. Hence, land, from the early beginnings of mankind on earth, has received the greatest attention and care, simply because taking care of it means preserving the scarce resources available for mankind.

      Since man through his various activities is responsible for the deterioration and decrease in land productivity, he should be responsible for the process of protection, maintenance, reclamation, and preservation of land. 

      This responsibility of preserving the land should be given the priority since it is associated with preserving the food that is increasingly demanded. There are of course other factors responsible for the deterioration of land and its productivity; these factors include soil erosion by rain either as surface flow or soil dispersion. In sum, both human and natural factors interact to damage land, and this should be faced by a greater sense of responsibility towards preserving the most important resource that man has on earth.

      As an attempt preserve this important resource, the researcher has conducted this study, taking into account the added importance that land has for Palestinians. It does not only mean the source of food, but it also means national identity and existence.                                                                                                                                        Hence, this study tries to identify the human and natural factors that are responsible for the deterioration of farmland in the Palestinian midland mountains. To achieve this, the researcher has chosen the region of North-western Ramallah as a representative area of Palestinian midland mountains. He has also identified the various human and natural variables affecting the erosion of soil in the area so as to study the relationship between these variables and soil erosion.

      The study concludes that the various human factors such as land ownership, inheritance system, economic value of land, farmland reclamation, political and, 

economic variables, technical and management variables, immigration, and                        change of profession result in the deterioration of farmland in the area of study. The same can be said about the natural factors such as the surface flow of rainwater that cause soil erosion. 

      This study has demonstrated that amount of the annual soil erosion is 475 kilogram’s per donnum in the wasteland, 338 kilogram’s  per donnum in the farmland, and 243 kilogram’s  per donnum in the forest land.

